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At the end of an episode 
of CSI, Grissom, one of the main characters talks to Dr. Gilbert in American Sign Language. He tells her that his mother lost her hearing when she was eight years old. He once asked her, "What is it like to be deaf?" and she told Grissom, who loved to swim, that it was like being underwater. Like being underwater...It’s something we were all fascinated with when we were kids, right? You’d be swimming and all around you there were the sounds of the wind, birds, music playing, the sounds of the other kids yelling as they play Marco Polo. But then you would hold your nose and dip your head beneath the surface and suddenly all those sounds were silenced. And then, as quickly as you resurfaced, and the water poured out of your ears, you were once again surrounded by sound. But imagine if you were underwater all the time and you did not have the option of surfacing...This was the world of the man we heard about in Luke’s Gospel today
. He was deaf and had a speech impediment. Like us, the people in the crowd may not have known much about this man – we don’t know how long he was deaf or why. Perhaps they wondered why.
 “Why is he unable to hear or speak clearly? What did he do to deserve this? I thought God saw everything that he had made and said it was very good. Was this man overlooked? Is he unloved?” In any case, they saw his suffering and they responded. They brought him to Jesus.

As we look to the world around us, we also see people suffering and in need. We may similarly wonder why these things happen. We respond to the needs of others the best we can: with prayer, with compassion, and with medical care. 
All around us we see evidence that the world is fallen. That which God made good has been corrupted. But sometimes it hits us close to home. We ourselves fall victim to diseases, disorders and conditions of all kinds. Who of us hasn’t been touched by cancer in some way? Or who of us hasn’t known someone who was afflicted for no apparent reason? 
My cousin Kaycee was diagnosed with type I diabetes when she was eight – the same age I was when I got it! Normally, she takes good care of herself. She is on an insulin pump like me. She checks her blood sugar anytime she eats and tries to maintain a balanced diet. She has even been a counselor at a summer camp for diabetics where she has been an example to younger diabetics. But there have been times when she has not exactly been the model diabetic. She has gone through periods where she became fed up with it and finds it incredibly unfair. She once “renounced” her diabetes and tried to ignore it. She tried to live as if it were not there. She remembers how life used to be and longs for that time before she had to stick her finger five times a day, before she had to give herself shots or have the pump continually attached to her skin, before she had to count carbohydrates or pass up Nana’s incredible apple pie on Christmas. She remembers the crispness of the sounds that could be heard above water, but like the deaf man, she cannot surface
...Of course, there would be deadly effects if she had continued to deny her diabetes and she eventually returned to her regimen. At times, we all reach points of frustration. We find ourselves drowning in those things that oppress us: our diseases, our overwhelming responsibilities, our relational problems that have spun out of control. We can see the surface and we want nothing more than to swim upwards and return to the place where we can hear clearly
. We would love to deny, ignore or escape our problems. But like the deaf man, there is nothing we can do to escape the reality in which we live.


Though we can’t escape from the reality of suffering, today we see One who came to us in the midst of it. Jesus returned from the Gentile region of Tyre and Sidon to 
the familiar shores of Galilee, where he had accumulated quite a crowd of spectators. Suddenly he saw a small group of people making their way toward him. Before they even approached him, he perceived the need. They had with them their friend who was unable to hear or speak. Jesus took this man aside from the crowd so as to give him his full attention.  Then Jesus put his fingers into the ears of the deaf man, and after spitting touched his tongue. And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”” In other situations, people were healed simply by touching Jesus’ clothes or by a mere word from Christ. Why in this case did Jesus go through these peculiar motions? ...Jesus took the deaf man aside to address him personally. If he had spoken to him, “Be healed,” it would have come across as clearly as someone trying to talk to you underwater. Instead, Jesus spoke to him in a way that he could understand. 
The deaf man felt Jesus touch his ears and tongue and saw him look to heaven, to the source of his authority. To the deaf man, Jesus was embodying the Word! And the Word of Jesus was powerful for him. With the embodiment of that Word, the deaf man’s ears were opened and his tongue was released
. The first thing his restored ears heard was Jesus’ word spoken to him, “Ephphatha! - be opened!” Like surfacing from underwater, sound came flooding into his ears. And it was so crisp and so clear
! And just as God once saw that all his creation was very good, when the crowds saw Jesus’ power to restore the goodness of creation, they exclaimed, “He has done all things well! He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak!”
 
When Christ came into creation, he brought the reign of God with Him. He is the fulfillment of today’s Old Testament passage from Isaiah: “Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped.” ...The ears of those present could be called blessed, not merely because they had seen this Word of God enacted – They had already heard God’s Word in Scripture. They were blessed because the declaration of the age of salvation had come into their ears. The time of salvation had come and God’s reign was finally breaking into this old, sin-warped world.


So, some two thousand years ago, Jesus inaugurated the reign of God on earth. But where is it? Aren’t we still here trapped in the frustrations of a fallen world? Yes, we still live in a world full of hardship and sin, but our God has perceived our need. He saw that we were deaf to his voice, helplessly held under the water and drowning in our sins. So he sent his Son to us who plunged his hand into the water to pull us out.. Though we were helpless like the deaf man, Christ grabbed us in the waters of Holy Baptism. Christ’s Word there was just as powerful for you as it was for the deaf man. In 
the font, Jesus took you aside and addressed you personally. He brought you up to the surface, and the first words you heard as a child of God were those of God Himself: “I baptize you! I claim you! I love you!” The deaf man was immediately healed by Jesus’ Word. In baptism, His Word immediately made you into a new person, washed from sin. 


We are free from sin’s power, we are beloved of God, and yet those thorns in the flesh still afflict us. My cousin is a baptized child of God, but she still lives with diabetes. So what difference does it make? The difference is that now we live on the surface. Even though Kaycee and I still have diabetes and you still have your own struggles, we don’t have to wonder whether God loves us. We don’t have to wonder whether or not God will save us from our troubles. We endure trouble now, but we know that God loves us, that he has heard His people and He has come to give us life abundantly
. The signs and miracles that Jesus performed were just a little preview of the life to come. We often sing, “The lamb who was slain has begun his reign, Alleluia!” Jesus has begun His reign and you and I are a part of it! 
That reign will reach its fulfillment when Jesus comes again. So now, we still live in a fallen world where we are afflicted with deafness, blindness, disease, and suffering, but we know that at last Christ will come again and make all things new. That is why we can sing praise to God in the midst of a fallen world! The Day of Resurrection will be for us the greatest surfacing experience we will know. Until that Day, we have the hope living in us that causes us to proclaim with the formerly deaf man, “He has done all things well!”







�Actually, as I read through the sermon, it seems like your function is either “to live in hope” or “to cast all our cares on Jesus.”  Notice how the close of the sermon begins to develop these two different ideas.  To have a clearer function, you will want to choose one and develop it more fully.  


�Rather than start with the question, I would simply start with the episode.  Notice how the episode can then lead us into the question.  This will be a gentler way to pry into the experience of disability.  


�Good job.  I appreciate the way the opening story has established a metaphor for the sermon and how easily you are able to allow that metaphor to lead us into the text and into concern for the experience of the person in the text.  


�Here, since the crowd brings the man to Jesus, it might be better to have them thinking these things.  


�You mean deaf right?  


�Here, notice how if you have told of how the crowds saw his suffering and responded, you could now move to us seeing the world around us and responding and then slowly move into the times when this suffering deeply affects our lives.  This will be a more gradual way of moving to the cry of helplessness – from the larger world to our smaller lives.  


�Good.  I appreciate the way you are allowing the metaphor to surface here and this then joins these two different experiences into one larger metaphorical vision.  


�Good.  Here, you begin to allow the metaphor to play with the idea of hearing and this will then lead you to the close of the sermon where we clearly hear the praise of God and participate in it ourselves.  


�If you want to create a stronger transition, notice how you could say, “Though we can’t escape from this reality of suffering, today we see one who came to us in this midst of it.”  


�Here, rather than turn our focus on the people who brought the man to Jesus, I think you may want to keep our attention on Jesus who has come to us in this world of suffering.  This way, you can keep our attention on Jesus and we can see him as one who embodies the word and teaches us to sing that song of praise at the new creation.  


�Notice how the transition would be much easier here if Jesus was still the central actor in the way you are telling the story.  


�Nice.  Here, you are using your metaphor to help us see Jesus entering into our world, under water, and bringing a message to us that we could understand that will bring us to the surface where we can hear praise.  


�Again.  Good work.  You are taking time with the details here so that we can figure out what is happening.  To move too quickly over this would lose some hearers.  


�Good.  Here you are using your metaphor to help us see how the healing itself was like being brought to the surface of the water.  


�Here, I think you are going to want to spend more time developing this moment.  Notice how we have a wonderful reversal in the creation story at this point.  Rather than God speaking over his creation that it is good, we find creation itself joining in this divine praise.  If you were going to make praise the function of the sermon (as you reference singing “this is the feast” later on), this is the place you would develop more fully so that we can see how our praise relates to the proclamation of “good” at the beginning of creation.  


�You do a good job here of helping us see what “fulfillment” of prophecy really means in relation to Jesus.  


�Here, notice the use of passive voice.  I’m wondering if this could be stronger if you made God the subject of the sentences.  


�Is there some reason you keep speaking about the blind man?  


�This is the section that seems to be working with the function of casting all our cares upon Jesus.  


�This is the part that seems to work with the function of praising God in the midst of suffering.  





