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Congratulations on your engagement! We pray God’s blessings 
upon you as you are about to enter into that special relationship 
called marriage.  This booklet will cover a two-step process in 
which we will hopefully answer some of the questions you may 
have.  We are honored and excited to help and guide you through 
the Preparation for Marriage, and to host your Christian Wedding 
Service. 
 
In our Christian Wedding Service, Christ is at the center of all that 
we do, and that you desire His presence at your wedding service is 
a wonderful thing.  A Christian wedding is a service of worship, 
asking Christ’s blessing upon the marriage.  The pastor and the 
congregation unite in prayer with the wedding couple to share in 
their joy.  It is also a legal act in which the pastor acts as an official 
of the state. 
 
There is also a time to have a social expression of the marriage.  
However, this is to be kept separate from the wedding service.  
This social celebration can take place at the reception after the 
wedding service.  We are definitely happy for you!  We need to get 
the most important part done first! 
 
You should meet with the pastor as soon as possible after setting 
the date for the wedding. This will help work out the details 
regarding the wedding service and to help you plan for the 
marriage through pre-marital counseling.  
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I. Preparation for Marriage 
 
Before we plan your wedding ceremony, the church will work with 
you to help you prepare for your new life together as husband and 
wife.  
 
Cohabitation 
Couples living together will meet with the pastor before any other 
steps can take place. Cohabitating/pre-marital sex is a serious 
violation of the discipleship of Jesus Christ, and couples need to 
come with a willingness to hear the truth of the Gospel and 
change. 
 
 
Pre-marital Counseling 
Each wedding couple will meet for a pre-determined number of 
sessions with your pastor to do pre-martial counseling. The pastor 
uses the PREPARE inventory which assists couples in looking at a 
variety of areas in their lives, both as individuals and as a couple. 
The fee for PREPARE is $35. These materials will be used 
throughout the sessions prior to the wedding to prepare the couple 
for their upcoming marriage and life together. 
 
 
Scheduling Your Wedding 
St. Paul Lutheran schedules Saturday weddings in the morning 
and up until 1:00 pm if a reception is being held in the Fellowship 
Hall.  If the reception is being held elsewhere, we can schedule the 
wedding up to 2:00 pm.  Because of our normal worship service at 
5:30 pm, it is recommended to have wedding pictures taken before 
the service. 
 
Wedding Bulletin and Order of Worship 
You will have an opportunity, and are encouraged to have a 
wedding bulletin and order of worship. When you meet with the 
pastor, he will have samples of worship services that can help you 
with ideas and options.  You may also wish to list the names of 
those who are participating in your wedding service.  The pastor 
will be able to guide you through areas you may need help with. 
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This will need to be completed no less than three weeks prior to 
the wedding. When preparing your bulletin, a proof copy will be 
run for your approval.  We may also call you with a question or 
two while preparing your bulletin. 
 
License 
St. Paul Lutheran will need to have you bring your marriage 
license to the church office at least a full week before your 
wedding.  We need the license at that time to make the necessary 
inclusions on the documents that are required by the state.  
 
Rehearsal 
The rehearsal usually takes less than an hour if everyone arrives 
timely.  All members of the wedding party, including the ushers, 
musicians, and parents should be present.  Special requests by the 
wedding couple shall be considered by your pastor, and a 
representative from the Board of Elders of St. Paul Lutheran will 
be present to assist the pastor and the wedding party. 
 
Rehearsal Dinner 
If you desire the attendance by your pastor and his wife [if 
applicable,] and the organist at your rehearsal dinner, please send 
an invitation to the church office. 
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II. The Wedding Service 
 
The Christian wedding ceremony is a worship service focused on 
God’s steadfast love in Christ, which is the foundation and model 
for marriage. In this service, we invoke the presence and blessing 
of God upon your union. All elements of the ceremony should 
glorify Jesus Christ and avoid triteness or empty sentimentality. 
 
 
Music 
At St. Paul, the Christian Wedding service is a worship service to 
God, and therefore, the music to be used should serve to glorify 
God. Any music used with your wedding service should be equally 
fitting and acceptable for use in the Sunday Worship Service. 
 
The two necessary criteria for the selection of music for use in the 
wedding services are these: 
 

1. That the text of vocal music expresses the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ; 

2. That the music provide a setting which will enhance the 
worship of God’s people and which will serve as a worthy 
offering to God. 

 
St. Paul Lutheran has an organ and a piano that are often used in 
wedding services. There is the possibility of other instrumentation 
and you are encouraged to arrange this with your pastor. The 
pastor and/or the musicians can help to provide a selection of 
music to assist you.  If you desire to have anyone other than our 
St. Paul Lutheran organist to serve as a musician, this must be 
approved by your pastor.  As our organist has familiarity with all 
of the instruments, he must meet in advance with any guest 
organist.   
 
Please contact the organist after the first visit with the pastor.  You 
will meet to agree on processional and recessional music and also 
the solos and hymns to be sung.  After which, the pastor will 
review the final selection of music for approval. 
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Congregational Participation 
Congregational participation in the wedding service in the singing 
of hymns should be encouraged. This can be an excellent way of 
helping those assembled with you to share in the thanks, praise, 
and invoking of God’s blessings upon your wedding. 
 
Scripture Readings 
You will be asked to choose two or three Scripture readings that 
you would like to have as part of your wedding service. Your 
pastor will be able to offer suggestions if you need some 
assistance. 

 
Vows 
The sharing of vows is an important and beautiful part of the 
wedding service.  Your pastor will be able to provide you with an 
approved listing of vows that can be used during your wedding 
service. 
 
Dressing Rooms 
Dressing rooms for the wedding party are provided.  
 
Officiants 
Your pastor at St. Paul Lutheran will need to be consulted for 
approval if any other Lutheran clergyman, in fellowship with the 
LCMS is to be involved.  Guest pastors will need to follow the St. 
Paul Lutheran guidelines for the wedding service. 
 
Flowers 
The bridal couple is invited to have altar flowers.  Flowers cannot 
be placed directly on the altar, but can be placed in the altar vase 
of the church.  Additional baskets or bouquets can be placed 
elsewhere in the chancel.  Candelabra bouquets or pew ribbons 
can be used if attached with cloth covered wire.  Unfortunately, we 
are unable to use tape or bare wire. If you desire to leave flowers 
for the weekend service, arrangements can be made with the 
church office. 
 
Candles 
It is assumed that the altar candles will be lit for all services, and 
such candles are provided by St. Paul Lutheran. The wedding 
couple may desire to use unity candles as a part of the wedding 
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service.  A base and stand for these can be provided by the church. 
The wedding couple is responsible for supplying the unity candles.  
Please check with the pastor before purchasing unity candles as he 
may have some good suggestions on how and where to purchase. 
 
Acolytes 
You will have the opportunity to select acolytes for your wedding 
service.  Acolytes are usually young men or women who can light 
the candles for your service. Acolytes should be old enough and 
tall enough so there is no difficulty in lighting the altar candles. It 
is recommended that they wear the acolyte robes provided by the 
church, or they may wear special formal attire as approved by your 
pastor. 
 
Flower Girl and Ring Bearer 
Having a flower girl and a ring bearer is not a necessity for your 
wedding service; however, you are more than welcome to have 
them in your service.  They should be old enough to stand in 
formal posture and be attentive to the wedding service. 
 
Suggested Order of Procession 
The suggested order of procession is as follows: The grandparents 
are ushered down the center aisle, then the groom’s parents, then 
the bride’s mother. The seating of the bride’s mother is the signal 
for the wedding to begin. The bride’s mother is the last one down 
the aisle before the wedding party, and the bride’s parents are the 
first ones to leave after the wedding service is over. 
 
As the wedding party assembles before the altar, the order for 
entry is: Acolytes (if used), the groomsmen and bridesmaids, best 
man and maid (or matron) of honor, then the groom and the 
bride. If a ring bearer and/or flower girl are used, they enter just 
preceding the bride. 
 
Board of Elders Member 
A member of St. Paul Lutheran’s Board of Elders will be available 
one hour before the scheduled start of your wedding service.  It is 
his job to assist members of the wedding party, guests, and your 
pastor so that your wedding will run smoothly.  He is there to help 
you.  Please feel free to ask him any questions you might have. 
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Colors 
The liturgical color for the day will be the color used on the altar 
and worn by your pastor. 
 
Photographs 
We are more than happy to make arrangements for posed photos 
before or after the service.  Please contact the church office or your 
pastor to make arrangements.  Please ask friends and relatives not 
to take flash photos during the service.  Flash pictures of the entry 
of the bridal party as they start down the aisle are permissible.  
 
Video Recording 
Many couples today have their wedding service filmed. If you plan 
to have your service filmed, we ask that your filming be done from 
the balcony. Please have your operator stay in one spot during the 
service.  If you would like, St. Paul Lutheran can record your 
wedding from the balcony. Please contact the church office if you 
would like this done. 
 
Conduct 
We are looking forward to having a very joyous day and wedding 
service with us.  However, St. Paul Lutheran requests that you and 
your wedding party to not partake of any alcoholic beverages 
before the rehearsal or the wedding service.   
 
 
Reception 
St. Paul Lutheran is available for alcohol-free receptions in the 
Fellowship Hall of the church, and arrangements are to be made 
in advance. Contact information of the people serving for the 
reception, and their fees, may be obtained by calling the church 
office.  At this time, we are unable to hold receptions that serve 
alcohol. 
 
 

We are overjoyed to share this special day 
with you! 

We give thanks to our Lord Jesus and pray 
His blessings on your wedded life together! 



9 
 

Appendix A 
 
Wedding Fees and Honorariums  
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 
COUPLES NAMES: 
_______________________  & 
_______________________ 
 
WEDDING DATE:   _____________ TIME: ___________ 
 

The following are the customary fees for weddings at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. A $150 deposit will reserve the facilities of St. 
Paul for your wedding. 
[Amounts listed below are subject to change.  
Check with the pastor.] 

Sanctuary Use (Pastor-$100/Church-$50) *150.00 $________ 
Organist 150.00 $________ 
Soloist (may vary) 50.00 $________ 
Host (if needed) 25.00 $________ 
Parish Hall (non-member) 50.00 $________ 
Bulletin Printing (minimum or $.10 / copy)10.00 $________ 
Dinner Served by Women of St. Paul  
    (not prepared) 50.00  $________ 
Use of Church Basement with kitchen and  
    Clean-up after themselves 50.00 $________ 
Custodian 50.00 $________ 
Custodian winter clean-up of Fellowship Hall  
    and Hallways (due to salt) Additional 15.00 $________ 
*Non-refundable deposit required for your wedding. 
 
Check should be made payable to St. Paul Lutheran Church. Our 
treasurer will dispense payment as needed. 
 
Payment of the above fees should be made prior to the wedding, 
such as at the time the marriage license is brought to the church 
office, but no later that the day of the rehearsal. 
 
DEPOSIT PAID _______________       
DATE______________ 
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RECEIVED BY ___________________________________ 
COUPLES SIGNATURE  
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 

 
Appendix B 

 
 

READINGS FOR HOLY MATRIMONY 
 
Genesis 1:26-28  Male and female he 

created them 
Genesis 2:7; 18-24  They shall become one 

flesh 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9-10  A threefold cord is not 

quickly broken 
Song of Songs 2:10-13; 8:6-7
  

Many waters cannot quench 
love 

Isaiah 61:7-11    As a bridegroom decks 
himself 

Hosea 2:18-23   I Will betroth you to me in 
faithfulness 

Romans 12:1-2   Present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 7:4-5
   

Glorify God in your body 

1 Corinthians 12:31 - 13:13  The greatest of these is love 
Ephesians 5:1-2; 22-33 
  

Walk in love as Christ 
loved us 

Philippians 4:4-7   Rejoice in the Lord always 
Colossians 3:12-17   Put on love which binds 

everything together 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8  God has called us in holiness 
Hebrews 13:1-8  Let marriage be held in honor 
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  among all 
1 John 4:7-12    Let us love one another 
Revelation 19:6-9  
  

His bride has made herself 
ready 

Revelation 21:1-5 The holy city prepared as a 
bride   

Matthew 19:4-6  
  

What God has joined let 
no one separate 

Mark 10:1-9 (13-16) 
  

What God has joined let 
no one separate 

John 2:1-11    Wedding at Cana 
John 15:9-12     Abide in my love        
 
                                  SUGGESTED HYMNS                     

 
      922       Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
      860       Gracious Savior, Grant Your Blessing 
      940       Holy god, We Praise Thy Name 
      859       Lord, When You Came as Welcome  

Guest 
      700       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
      895       Now Thank We All Our God 
      858       O Father, All Creating 
      862       Oh, Blest the House 
      790       Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 


