
   

  Stir It Up! 

 

Week 2: Stir Up Our Hearts to Prepare 

          
          
          
           

 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
    Dec 7, 2022 – 6:30pm 

     

 
 



 

Evening Prayer 
LSB Page 243 

 
 

 

                               Service of Light 

 
 

Stand 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Phos Hilaron         Hymn of Light 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving For Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Sit 

 
 
 

Psalm 141 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
L   Let us pray. 
 

Silence for individual prayer 
 

 Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,  
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, 
we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole 
heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C   Amen. 
 
Psalm 24 

 
A  The earth is the LORD’s and the full- ♫ ness thereof, 
     the world and those who ♫ dwell therein, 
C  for he has founded it up- ♫ on the seas 
     and established it upon the ♫ rivers. 
A  Who shall ascend the hill ♫ of the LORD? 
     And who shall stand in his ♫ holy place?  
C  He who has clean hands and a ♫ pure heart, 
     who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear 

de- ♫ ceitfully. 
A  He will receive blessing ♫ from the LORD 

     and righteousness from the God of his sal- ♫ vation. 
C  Such is the generation of those who ♫ seek him, 
      who seek the face of the God of ♫ Jacob. 
A  Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ♫ ancient doors, 
     that the King of glory ♫ may come in. 
C  Who is this King of ♫ glory?  
     The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in ♫ battle! 
 



 

 
A  Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ♫ ancient doors, 
     that the King of glory ♫ may come in. 
C  Who is this King of ♫ glory? 
     The LORD of hosts, he is the King of ♫       glory!  
 
Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent 
C  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Reading                                                                         Isaiah 40:1-5 
L  A reading from Isaiah, chapter 40 
 

 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that 
she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice 
cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and 
the rough places a plain. 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 

A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Silence for reflection of God’s Word 
    

Reading                                                                  Hebrews 10:19-25 
L  A reading from Hebrews, chapter 10 

 

 

19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by 
the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast the confession of 
our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us 
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 

A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Reading                                                                           Luke 1:5-17 
L  A reading from Luke, chapter 1 

5In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, 
of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, 
and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they were both righteous before God, 
walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7But 
they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced 
in years. 8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division 
was on duty, 9according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by 
lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole 
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11And 
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of 
the altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and 
fear fell upon him. 13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, 
for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John. 14And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great before the Lord. And he 
must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother’s womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of 
Israel to the Lord their God, 17and he will go before him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared.” 
 

A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 
C  But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

Office Hymn                      “Arise, O Christian People”                LSB 354 
 

1 Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today; 
Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away. 
To us by grace alone The truth and light were given; 
The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown. 

 
2 Prepare the way before Him; Prepare for Him the best. 

Cast out what would offend Him, This great, this heav’nly guest. 
Make straight, make plain the way: The lowly valleys raising, 
The heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay. 

 
3 The humble heart and lowly God raises up on high; 

Beneath His feet in terror The haughty soul shall lie. 
The heart sincere and right, That heeds God’s invitation 
And makes true preparation—It is the Lord’s delight. 

 



 

 
 

4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me aside, 
And help me to receive You This blessèd Adventtide. 
From stall and manger low Come now to dwell within me; 
I’ll sing Your praises gladly And forth Your glory show. 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt. 

 
Sermon                     Stir Up Our Hearts to Prepare 

 

                                           Canticle 
 
Stand                                                                       
 

Magnificat                               Song of Mary                               
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Sit 
 
Offering  
 

                                                 Prayer 
 
Stand 
 
Litany 

 

 
 
L  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
L  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of  

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
L  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
L  For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, 

for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 



 

 
L  For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
L  For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this 

and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
L  For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
L  For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 

for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
L  For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
L  For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy.  
 
The prayers then continue: 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Silence for individual prayer may follow.   
 

 

                                                                           
 
 
 



 

 
 

Collect For Peace 
P  O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C     Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 

               forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus                                                                                   

 

 
 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Closing Hymn               “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”            LSB 347 

       
 

1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people, 
    Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
    Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
    Tell her that her sins I cover 
    And her warfare now is over.” 

 
2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 

    Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserved His anger 
    He no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many_a day, 
Now her griefs have passed away; 
    God will change her pining sadness 
    Into ever-springing gladness. 

 
3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying 

    In the desert far and near, 
Calling sinners to repentance, 
    Since the Kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
    Let the valleys rise to meet Him 
    And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

 
4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; 

    Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
    As befits His holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
Now o’er earth is shed abroad, 
    And all flesh shall see the token 
    That His Word is never broken. 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
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